
What if everything 
you’ve learned about saving 

for retirement is wrong?

Innovative Wealth Strategies



Consider this: When Social Security was created, workers 
started receiving benefits at age 65. But at that time, life 
expectancy was only 62 years, and 42 people were paying into 
Social Security for every 1 person taking money out. Since then, 
life expectancy has risen significantly and Americans can now 
start withdrawing at age 62. 

Regardless of short-term policy changes, the only way to 
fund government programs, like Social Security, and pay 
down the national debt is to significantly grow our GDP, cut 
federal spending or raise income taxes. It will probably take a 
combination of all three. And at the end of the day, increased 
tax rates mean less money for your retirement years.

How much of your retirement savings is yours?

Take control of your financial future

Tax Deductions & Credits 
in Retirement Years

How Tax Rates Impact What You Keep

Since the early 1980s, CPAs and financial professionals have 
advised us to put as much money as possible into tax-deferred 
investments. And in the 1980s, that seemed logical – the top 
tax rate was 70% and everyone wanted to avoid taxes. But is 
that the right strategy today?

Since the government sets tax rates on these tax-deferred 
vehicles, who really controls how much of that money will 
be there in retirement? That is, will taxes be higher or lower 
at retirement? 

Don’t get us wrong: Investing in financial products 
that perform well over time is important as is 
diversification. But if you diversify by investment 
asset class, why wouldn’t you diversify by tax class; 
e.g. pre-tax, post-tax and tax free? Then, if taxes are 
higher in the future, you’re diversified. 

But even if tax rates don’t increase at retirement, 
deductions will largely be gone and every dollar of 
taxes will compound the rate at which the retirement 
nest egg is diminished.Assuming a $1M Lump Sum Distribution
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TAX DEDUCTIONS & CREDITS
Retirement Years

Prevail’s investment vehicles focus on retaining more 
of the accumulated wealth by structuring products 
that have traditionally received favorable tax 
treatment from the IRS.



The Power of Zero 
(for individuals)
The Power of Zero is a wealth-building strategy that allows 
retirement income to be withdrawn at, or nearer to, a 0% 
income tax rate. It’s an approach that puts you in control of 
your tax bracket and allows you to keep more of your hard-
earned money. 

Our investment vehicles also include many other advantages 
over traditional methods like:

 • Tax-free growth

 • No IRS reporting

 • No age 70 1⁄2 RMD requirement

 • No age 59 1⁄2 early withdrawal penalty

 • No provisions on income causing social 
  security to be taxed

 • No stock market risk

 • No income or contribution limits

Corporate Capital Strategy 
(for business owners)
Business Concentration Risk
The typical “successful” small business owner’s single-
minded focus is to ensure the survivability of the business. 
Instead of strategically taking money out of the business 
for personal wealth accumulation and diversification, small 
business owners tend to “invest” 90% of their personal 
wealth in this one, single asset. As an asset class, a small 
business is an alternative private market asset and highly 
illiquid. Financial advisors typically allocate less than 10% 
of their clients’ portfolio to this type of asset class. 

So what happens if the market is down or the company 
has had some rough years when it’s time to retire? We 
have strategies that solve these challenges, giving business 
owners the ability to self-fund business growth AND build 
wealth for retirement.

Creating wealth through borrowing

When we incur large purchases, most of us either use savings or we borrow money from a bank or other source. The problem is, 
both methods leave you with nothing gained (beyond the asset or service purchased) at the end of the transaction. Savers lose 
the opportunity to put their money to work and borrowers pay the hard cost of financing.

The same goes for small/mid-sized 
business owners since most of 
them fund growth or operations with 
cash from operating profit or lines of 
credit. But just like for individuals, both 
methods can stunt growth by either 
using up available cash or paying 
financing costs.

Prevail has the knowledge 
and expertise to tailor our 
retirement vehicles to allow 
for borrowing against the 
cash value of the vehicle 
without reducing the principal 
amount and the growth 
associated with it. This 
effectively creates wealth 
from the interest gained on 
the “unrecognized” loss in 
cash value.

the WeALth CReAtOR 
Borrows money for major purchases from their non-direct recognition whole life 
insurance contract. When their loans are repaid (with interest), the accumulation 
in the policy is the same as if they had never borrowed the money. 
The opportunity cost is not lost as a result of using the cash 
inside their policy.

the SAVeR 
Saves money, then pays cash for a 
major purchase.  The Saver misses 
out on earning interest on savings 
once the purchase is made.

the BORROWeR 
Finances the purchase and repays the 
loan according to the terms of the 
agreement.  The goal of The Borrower 
is always to get back to zero.
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ABOUT US

Prevail was originally founded in 1985 as Lawing Financial, but was rebranded in 2017 to Prevail Innovative 

Wealth Strategies. We have $2.2 Billion of “In-Force” Life Insurance and are a 2017 and 13-time Ohio National 

MR Dodson Senior Builder award recipient.

We believe the financial services industry has placed too much emphasis on the accumulation phase of the 

financial life cycle with little regard to the planning and distribution phase. We challenge the industry status 

quo by inverting the paradigm to focus on what you keep so you can take control of your financial future.

OUR MISSION

Create awareness that impacts positive change through 

innovation and education to mature industries.

VALUES

Integrity  Doing the right thing even 

when no one is watching.

Passion  Demonstrating enthusiasm and 

positive energy for the work we do. 

Loyalty  Using difficult situations as an 

opportunity to demonstrate faithfulness 

to commitments and obligations.

Teamwork  Working collaboratively 

in our development and achievement 

to accomplish our vision. 

Creativity  Producing original ideas 

and thoughts, to bring into existence 

something new.

“Our decades of experience in the financial planning industry has led us to develop innovative 

strategies that protect more of our clients’ retirement. Our desire is to impact people’s lives in a 

positive way and to preserve wealth for generations to come.”

Kerry L. Lawing

Chief Executive Officer

Learn more at prevailiws.com.



Rise Above
When it comes to investing, we all 
have one goal in common – to have 
accumulated enough wealth to enjoy 
financial freedom. However, with 
conventional financial planning, it’s like 
flying into a strong head wind when 
you consider uncontrollable factors like 
income tax rates, contribution limits and 
distribution restrictions.

While we can’t control these challenges, 
we can develop a plan that helps 
you Rise Above these swirling winds 
of change. Prevail can help design a 
plan that puts YOU in control of your 
financial future.



Contact your financial advisor today.

10700 Nall Avenue, Suite 103  •  Overland Park, Kansas 66211 

913.295.9500  •  prevailiws.com


